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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

 
 

Department of Behavioral Health Behavioral Health Planning Council (BHPC)    
Regularly Scheduled Virtual Meeting   
October 28, 2022, 10:00am-12:00pm   

 
MINUTES 

 
To assist in the reduced transmission of the novel Coronavirus COVID-19 and out of the abundance of caution for the safety 
and well-being of our members, The Behavioral Health Planning Council has continued with teleconference meetings, 
ensuring a Quorum was reached via WebEx.  

  

Meeting called to order at 10:01 am 

Welcome, Introductions and Roll Call: Senora Simpson 

Approval of Agenda and Minutes:  Senora Simpson 

Correction to August 26, 2022, minutes, Jean Harris was in attendance. 

 

BHPC Members: Alvin Hinkle, Charles Gervin, Cheryl Doby-Copeland, Esther Ford, Gail Avent, Jaclyn Verner, Jean 
Harris, Luis Diaz, Mark LeVota, Nicole Gilbert, Rachael Shpak, Ramona Carmona, Senora Simpson, Jo 
Patterson, Elizabeth Maldonado, [1/27/23 correction] Nadine Parker 

DBH:  Barbara Bazron, Lanada Williams, Trina Logan, Phyliss Jones, Philippa Stuart, Bernadette Boozer, 
Anthony Hall, Julie Wiegandt, Jelani Murrain, Atiya Jackson, David Crockett, Richard Bebout, Denise 
McCain, Jean Moise, Ramon Carmona, Marina Soto, Sharon Hunt, Maura Gaswirth  

DC Government: Jennifer Joyce, Theresa Early 

Public Attendees: Hilary Kacser 

Department of Behavioral Health Updates: 

 FY23 Budget New Priority Support – Dr. Barbara Bazron provided a detailed overview of the FY23 budget. 
377 million total budget, nearly 90% direct services. $3.7 M to expand school-based services, add High Fidelity 
Wraparound services, and support workforce development. $8.9 M to support behavioral health transformation 
services and increased utilization by Medicaid eligible residents. $2.5M for the Sobering and Stabilization Center, 
slated to open early next year. $1.0 M for facility maintenance at Saint Elizabeths Hospital. $250,000 to prevent 
opioid abuse in the LGBTQ community. $5.3 M to support existing programmatic operating costs, which includes 
$3.1 M in Fixed costs and $2.2 M for School Based Behavioral Health expansion. $213,000 to support strategic 
communications and public engagement (Phyliss Jones will work with he BHPC). 

 FY 2023 Budget Overview: developing a comprehensive integrated system of care behavioral health as well as 
physical health. FY’21 DBH Network served 35,837 mental health services, 4,985 SUD services, 3,179 combined 
mental health and SUD services. $36.5M for mental health services which leverages $121.7 M in services. 
$28.4M to maintain supported housing for 1,700 residents. $41 M for treatment and recovery substance use 
disorder services. $10.9M for mental health services for uninsured residents. $33.6M for school-based services. 
$18.3M for crisis services. $7.3N for prevention and early intervention services. $104.4 M for Saint Elizabeths 
Hospital. 
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 School Based Behavioral Health: DBH is working to have a clinician assigned to every DC Public/DC Public 
charter school. Currently 59% of schools have a clinician. CBOs and DBH clinicians are covering other schools. 
Some schools need more than one clinician. $1.7 M to add clinicians in 25 public school with high needs.  
$829,000 to add Wraparound services to targeted public schools. $281,000 to support workforce development. 
$908,000 to strengthen technical assistance, data collection, and monitoring for quality services. Naloxone is 
available in schools due to concerns with Fentanyl presence. MOU signed with DCPS. Dr. Bazron met with LEAs 
at DCPS schools. Each charter school has its own LEA so separate agreements are needed. 

 1115 Waiver allows for billing for SUD services – DC Block Grant and other ways to bill $7.3 M providing 
treatment services in eight child development centers in addition to consultation. Whole person care behavioral 
health transformation along with 1115 Waiver in participating DHCF. Broaden the range of individuals receiving 
services – a full spectrum focus on population health and prevention services. Improve access, coordination, and 
health outcomes. Advancing health equity, giving people what they want 

 Dr. Bazron and Melissa Byrd will participate in a public forum today from 1-2pm to discuss the DHCF and DBH 
new structure for Behavioral Health integrated services. Another public forum is scheduled for 11/30/22. 

Communications and Public Engagement Report: Phyliss Jones announced International Overdose Awareness Day 
was August 31, 2022. She thanked the various organizations that sponsored and DBH participated in 20 events via the 
Live Long DC partners. Ms. Jones also mentioned the “This Time It’s Different” campaign, which will have new 
resources to stay in treatment and log-term recovery. The information will be made available in English and Spanish. And 
includes our Faith -based partners. Ms. Jones re-stated her commitment to work with the BHPC and mentioned the 
development of our brochure and ensuring the BHPC is made aware of upcoming events, e.g., Social Media 
Amplification, Suicide Prevention/Recovery Month. Ms. Jones provided a short video for the council to review entitled 
“Promoting Hope: Meet Miss Cassie. Ms. Cassie talked about her history of addiction and recovery. There will be various 
videos shown on social media promoting hope. 

988 Transition Report: Lanada Williams Deputy Director of the ACCESS Helpline and the 988 Suicide prevention 
coordinator. Ms. Williams discussed the soft launch of 988 in July. She described discussions with the Office of Unified 
Communications educating people about 988 and its difference with 911. When 988 is called people are linked with a 
counselor according to their area code. 988 provides services with options in English, Spanish, and specifically for 
veterans. 911 is still available during this transition to 988. SAMSHA will provide pamphlets to share information on the 
use of 988. There will be a social media campaign as well. 

Live Long DC – Sharon Hunt provided statistics on program funding and loss of life due to Fentanyl, and overdose 
reversals. Fentanyl test strips are being distributed, and over the past several weeks 200 school nurses have been trained 
on utilizing Naloxone. A men’s SUD unit within DC Jail opened in August.  Currently male and female SUD units are 
open. Webinars were conducted through the DBH Training Institute. A partnership is under way with the DC Housing 
Authority to get their staff trained on addressing overdoses. Preparation is underway to hire staff for a mobile van in 
which people can have access to treatment within their neighborhood. The ACCESS Helpline will be hiring two social 
workers to assist with referrals to SUD treatment. International Overdose Awareness Day was August 31, 2022. 

Old Business: 

 Block Grant Annual Report: Jelani Murrain reported DBH is beginning to produce documents in response to a 
SAMSHA quality assurance review of the substance use block grant, including client waitlist, and servicing target 
populations. Two providers PIW and Samaritan will have site visits during 12/5/22 – 12/9/22. The performance 
period under review stems from 7/1/2019 – 6/30/2020. The BHPC Planning and Accountability Committee needs 
to be involved with this process. The grants manager director is Renee Evans-Jackman, and Atiya Jackson will be 
Acting Director, Policy, Planning, and Evaluation Administration. 

 BHPC Self-Assessment Survey: Senora Simpson reported orientation for new BHPC members should take place 
within 60 days of their appointment. SAMSHA should be involved in the orientation given their technical 
assistance and best practices monitors the council. When they were last here in May 2018, we received a full two-
day orientation. 

 Results of the Self-Assessment survey were discussed. Only seven people responded out of supposedly 25 
members of the council to the Self-Assessment Survey. The results indicate that a few people need a refresher to 
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know exactly what the role is of the BHPC.  We need to establish our policies and procedures, and our 
committees need to be better structured to function efficiently. It was felt we have mutual respect and cooperation. 

New Business:  

 Jean Harris, NAMI president, Gail Avent, TFCC and Charles Gervin, Peer Specialist were appointed by Dr. 
Simpson to form a nominating committee, compile a slate of potential candidates for the position of BHPC Chair 
and BHPC Vice-Chair. The nominating committee will present the slate of candidates to the Chairperson for 
approval and to be sent out for voting. 

 Motion: Moved that the regularly scheduled BHPC December meeting be postpone the to January 2023 due to 
the holidays. Discussion Chairperson Simpson will attend/preside, and it will be her last meeting. Motion carried. 

 Standing Committee Reports: 

o System and Benefits Design Committee: Mark LeVota reported the committee has not met since their 
previous meeting and is planning to meet in November. 

o Advocacy and Outreach Committee: Cheryl Doby-Copeland reported the committee met on September 
16th and as mentioned by Phyliss Jones will be working on updating the BHPC brochure. A request for 
input on the brochure redesign was sent out to the BHPC on September 20th, and only six people 
responded, therefor it is requested that the BHPC Executive committee provide input into the brochure 
design during their next meeting. 

o Connection to Care Committee: Esther Ford indicated her committee met during September and are 
planning a luncheon/brunch on the 11th, where they will continue discussion on 35K St and challenges 
faced in the community. 

o Planning and Accountability Committee: Jean Harris reported her committee met to prepare 
information for the Block grant and are waiting for more information. 

o Ad hoc Bylaws Revisions Committee. Senora Simpson indicated the committee needs new leadership to 
complete the review and include changes to reflect virtual meetings. 

Announcements: Today is Jelani Murrain, Director, Policy, Planning, and Evaluation Administration last day with DBH.  
Dr. Senora Simpson’s last month as chairperson of the BHPC will be December 2022. 

Public Comments: Elizabeth Maldonado inquired about training for staffed counselors as Spanish language translators 
and suggested a presentation to the full BHPC. 

Hilary Kacser mentioned problems experienced by people living with hoarding disorder and a request that DBH weigh in 
with the Department on Aging, adult protective services and others to address this condition. Suggestion of trauma 
informed training on this condition. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:52 am. 
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