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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

 
 

Department of Behavioral Health Behavioral Health Planning Council (BHPC)    

Regularly Scheduled Virtual Meeting   

April 29, 2022, 10:00am-12:00pm   

 

MINUTES 

 

To assist in the reduced transmission of the novel Coronavirus COVID-19 and out of the abundance of caution for the safety 
and well-being of our members, The Behavioral Health Planning Council has continued with teleconference meetings, 

ensuring a Quorum was reached via WebEx.  

 

Meeting was called to Order at 10:00am    

Welcome, Introductions and Roll Call: Senora Simpson 

Approvals of Agenda & Minutes Motion: Donna Flenory and Gail Avant      

 

BHPC Members: Harry Willis, Gail Avent (TFCC Committee Member), Jaclyn Verner (Disability Rights DC),  Tia 

Brumsted (OSSE), Donna Flenory (Foster & Adoptive Parent Advocacy Center), Mark LeVota (DCBHA), Nicole R Denny 

(DBH Expansion), Hilary Kacser (Warm Healing Waters), Cheryl Copeland, Senora Simpson, Jennifer Joyce (DHCF), 

Charles Gervin, Nicole Gilbert (CFSA), Ifeoma Muoka (DDS), Luis Diaz (CJCC), Jean Harris, Nadine Parker (NCCPUD), 

Alvin Hinkle, Elizabeth Maldonado (CAN), Jo Patterson (Parent Watch/ECIN). 
 

DBH: Jelani Murrain, Phyllis Jones, Lanada Williams, Richard Bebout, Sharon Hunt, Julie Wiegandt, Rhonda Barnes, 

Philippa Stuart, Mia Olsen, Trina Logan, Richard Bebout, Dan Riffle, Melody Calkins, Jean Moise, Marina Soto, Rhonda 

Barnes, Denise McKain, Laura Heaven. 
 

DC Govt: Theresa Early (DHS). 
 

Public Attendees: Alana Aronin (Children’s National Hospital), Travis Montera (Community Health Solutions w/ 
Emergent Biosolutions, manufacturers of Narcan Nasal Spray), Eric Scharf (Depression & Bipolar Support Alliance), 

Nadine [Last Name Not Indicated], Garvin R, Alicia Woodward, Marissa [Last Name Not Indicated], Jenny Heflin, Farah 

Khan, Andrea Mazzini, Simon Fuerstenberg, Kwame Alston, Richard [Last Name Not Indicated]. 

 

New Business:   

• Membership Solicitation for FY23. Jelani Murrain reported that DBH is accepting applications for vacancies to 

represent Wards 1, 2, 3 and DBH labor union employees. For more information and to apply, contact 

dbh.bhpc@dc.gov.   

• Communications & Public Engagement Report. Phyllis Jones reported on community resource pop-ups, and 

other community outreach activities to address substance abuse. Travis Montera will collaborate with DBH to 

increase Narcan distribution. DBH will distribute flyers and Naloxone at a future BHPC meeting.  

• 988 Transition Report. Lanada Williams reported on preparations for the July 16th launch of the 988 Suicide & 

Crisis Lifeline. BHPC will designate members to join the implementation workgroup.  

• Live.Long.DC. & SOR 3 Grant Reports. Sharon Hunt and Julie Wiegandt reported on Live.Long.DC 

accomplishments and planned activities as well as priorities for SOR 3. They also solicited ideas for new projects.  
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Old Business:  

• Block Grant Annual Report Update. Jelani Murrain gave an overview of  combined steps 1 and 2, noting that the 

2023 submission is due on September 1. The timeline for finalizing the submission is to be determined. Mr. Murrain 

will share last year’s submission and engage the Planning & Accountability Committee to prepare resubmission.  

• 35 K Street Update. Rhonda Barnes reported on efforts to improve service delivery and consumer experience at 

the Urgent Care Clinic. Mrs. Barnes will conduct a Consumer Experience Survey to collect updated data.   

 

Standing Committee Reports: 

Committees held breakout sessions then reported to the general body.  

• System and Benefit Design Committee. Mark LeVota reported a continued focus on supporting DBH in preparing 

for the transition to managed care (October 2023) with action items relating to 1) the overall plan, 2) a consent 

management tool, and 3) provider accreditation. 

• Advocacy and Outreach Committee. Cheryl Doby-Copeland reported 1 or 2 volunteers for the 988 initiative. The 

committee will also work toward improving message inclusivity (e.g., youth/adolescents services, mental health, 

marijuana use as a co-occurring concern, community understanding of the Good Samaritan Law). 

• Connection to Care Committee. Alvin Hinkle (for Esther Ford) reported on a desire to focus efforts on increasing 

membership and supporting returning citizens in connecting to care, resources, etc. He will discuss further with 

Mrs. Ford. 

• Planning and Accountability Committee. Jean Harris reported that the committee will focus on contributing to 

the block grant submission, particularly regarding the following areas of unmet need: 1) the importance of the 

distinction between and continued utility of the helpline v. warmline, and 2) improving transitions between levels 

of care (i.e., transition age youth aging out of foster care into the adult system of care, adults transitioning into the 

elder system of care).  

 

Announcements – None. 

 

Public Comments – None.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:56am  
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