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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

 
 

Department of Behavioral Health Behavioral Health Planning Council (BHPC)    

In-Person/Virtual Meeting 

February 24, 2023, 10:00am-12:00pm 

 

MINUTES 

 

Meeting called to order at 10:03am 

Welcome, Introductions and Roll Call: Mark LeVota 

Approval of Agenda and Minutes:  Mark LeVota 

• There was a motion and seconded to approve the minutes as presented.  It was accepted without dissent. 

• There was a motion and seconded to approve the agenda as presented, with the note below.   It was accepted 

without dissent.  It was noted that Anthony Hall is unable to attend and give the Public Engagement Report. 

 

BHPC Members: Elizabeth Maldonado, Gail Avent, Nicole Denny, Nadine Parker, Donna Flenory, Jaclyn Verner, 

Ramon Carmona, Nicole Gilbert, Jean Harris, Hilary Kacser, Jo Patterson, Tia Brumsted, Eric Scharf, Mark LeVota. 

DBH: Renee Evans-Jackman, Toussaint Tingling-Clemmons, Mia Olsen, Melody Calkins, Philippa Stuart, Laquita 

Howard, Bernadette Boozer, Laura Heaven, Lanada Williams, Trina Logan, Sharon Hunt. 

DC Government: N/A. 

Public Attendees: Aaron Lawler (XFERALL), Michael Grier (GW University). 

 

Planning Council Planning (Mark LeVota): 

• Mr. LeVota facilitated a conversation about the expectations of the Planning Council members and others on their 

expectations for the work of the Council and how it could be improved.  Issues raised included: 

o How can the committee structure to improved with the goal to provide recommendations to the Director 

on issues of the concern to the Council. 

o Addressing the need to build working relationships between the various agencies and other advisory 

bodies in the government. 

Department of Behavioral Health Updates (Barbara Bazron): Due to scheduling conflicts Dr. Bazron was unable to 

join the Council for her report. 

988 Transition Report (Lanada Williams):  

• Lanada Williams presented a report on the status of the implementation of the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 

number.    

o It was noted that the answer rate is above the national average and stands at about 93%. 

o Reported that the 988 Coalition has continued to provide input to the process. 

o Addressed a question regarding how to incorporate peer support specialists on the call line; it was noted 

that this is still being addressed.   This led to an extensive discussion on this issue. 
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Live.Long.DC. & SOR 3 Grant Reports (Sharon Hunt):  

• Sharon Hunt provided a current status of the overdose crisis. Concern was expressed at growing number of 

overdoes incidences over the past year.  She reviewed a number of regarding the development of this program in 

the city. 

• Questions regarding the public availability of Narcan, peer support for individuals with SUD issues, housing 

issues and the aging community were addressed. 

Block Grant Annual Report (Renee Evans-Jackman & Toussaint Tingling-Clemmons):  

• Staff provided an overview of the Mental Health Block Grant and the Substance Abuse Block Grant programs. 

35 K St. Report (Rhonda Barnes): 

• An update on the consumer experience survey was provided. Overall the results were generally very positive.  It 

was noted that the survey is being translated into Spanish and Abrahamic to improve.  

Standing Committee Reports: 

• System and Benefits Design Committee (Mark LeVota):  

o No committee report at this time.   Mr. LeVota indicated that is intending to find a new chair given his 

new role as the full Council Chair. 

• Advocacy and Outreach Committee (Donna Flenory):  

o This committee had no report to present. 

• Connection to Care Committee (Angele Moss-Baker):  

o Angele Moss-Baker reported that the committee is planning to work with the Office of Community 

Affairs to work on issues of concern. 

• Planning and Accountability Committee (Jean Harris):  

o The committee has not met recently but will follow-up on the report that was presented today. 

• Ad hoc Bylaws Revisions Committee (Mark LeVota):  

o Mr. LeVota outlined the process with regard to the bylaws revision process, indicating it will be a two-

step process to address some immediate issues with regard to seating new members and further work on 

an overall revision of the bylaws.    

• It was noted that new members orientation is being redeveloped and implemented in the next year.    

• Mr. LeVota indicated that there is an expectation that all of Planning Council members are serving on a 

committee; the intent is to have a more active committee process in the coming year.    

Announcements & Public Comments:  

• Mr. Michael Grier a GW Dr.PH student is working a project with regard to wearable application to address 

potential opioid overdoses.    

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:59am 
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